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we stored millions of
bushels of wheat and lost millions of
bushels, but it was not altogether an
economie loss, T urge upon the Government
the need for bringing the agricwlturists of
the State to a reasonable standard of Hving
and profitable cxpeetation for the future.

On motion by Mr. J. H. Smith, debate
adjourned.

the 191418 war

Houne adjourned at 8.57 pm.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30

p.n., and vead prayers,

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,
Fifth Day.

Debate resumed from the previons day.

HON, H V. PIESSE (South-East)
[4.33]: At the outset, I desire to eongratu-
late Acting Wing Commander II. J. Ed-
wards, D.F.C., upon his winning the Vie-
torin Cross, That is a great honour to the
Forces from Western Australia. 1 desive
also to commend our worthy Mr. Fraser for
the attitude he is adopting towards the war.
We shall all be proud of the work that he
will do, and we hope he will return at an
early date. We cannot help but be proud
of the Prime Minister of Australia, who
lately has travelled the length and breadth
of the Empire and placed Australin’s case
before the people. Tt seems unfortunate
that be should be continmally attacked by
people who really are in a position to know
hetter and ought not to be interfering with
Ausiralia’s war effort. The Prime Minister’s
appointment of Parliamentary committces
will he of great assistance to the war effort.
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I regret that our own Government did not
take steps to eo-opt members of Parlia-
men on similar committees here, as [ feel
they would be able to do much good work
in that eapacity, partienlarly country mem-
hers who are connected with patrictic
efforts and with bodies endeavouring to
establish munition works here. The assist-
ance of eountry members is heing directed
to the retention of our primary produncers
on the land during the war. We can have
nothing but admivation and praise for the
way in which Britishers are taking the war;
but I have often studied people in this
State whose sons have pone oversea and
are missing. The parents do not know whe-
ther the sons are prisoners, whether they
are casnalties or whether they have paid the
supreme sacrifice,  The strain upon the par-
ents must be very great indeed, and iy
henrt goes oul to them. I know of many
wha two or three months ago had news that
their loved cones were missing and so far
have not had further word of them.

Referring to the Lieut.-Governor’s Speech,
1 desire to touch upon the wheat position.
I was interested to hesar Mr. Wood speak on
this subject and also to hear Mr. Bolton’s
references to the Railway Deparément. I
am not one of those who consider that Mr.
Bolten is no friend of the farmer. On many
occasions hath he and Mr. Dimmitt have in
this House done their best to assist the far-
mer,

Hon. H. Tuckey: Mr. Bolton is a farmer,

Hon, H. V, PIESSE: Of course. Legis-
lation introdneed into this Chamber to bene
fit the farming community has not always
received the support of Mr, Bolion, but he
has given his reasons for not supporting it.
He has, however, always given the farmer a
fair deal. I have been a member of this
Chamber for the past eight years and have
always expected to hear severe criticism of
the Government hy my friend, but on this
oceasion everything in the garden appears
to be lovely. It may be, if one takes a
metropolitan viewpoint; but I cannot speak
with personal knowledge of the metropolitan
area. I ecan, however, speak with know-
ledge of the country districts and many
things there are not, in my opinion, right.
I shall touch upon them later. A few days
ago I received a letter from Scnator John-
ston in which he said that the question
of the .selection of a site for a huild-
ing to manufacture power aleohol would
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be left practically to the State Government.
That should be so, because the State Gov-
ernment has an opportunity to co-opt peo-
ple to assist in any inguiries necessary and
can obtain a)l possible information to ensure
that when the final selection of a site 1»
madle, the hest procurable will be chosen.

\When this matter is under consideration
I urge the Chief Seeretary to bear in mind
the position of Albany. It may be suggested
that an adequate water supply is not avail-
able there, For the information of those
who may he thinking along those lines, we
have the Lime Burner's Creek, which has
been proved to have available 300,000 gal-
lons a day. In addition, there is the water
scheme and the small pipe at present laid
down could be duplicated at very small eost
in order to serve work of sueh importance.
Then there is Lake Sepping, which is con-
tiguous to Albany and has an abundant sup-
ply of water. To my mind there is no argu-
ment against the suitability of the distriet
from that particular standpoint, The re-
grading of the (ireat Sounthern Railway
would bring Albany within practical range
of all eentres fromn Wagin southwards. A
large proportion of the wheat grown in that
particular area has been classified as “soft”
and is not considered as valuable or saleable
as the harder wheats giown in the northern
arens. That estimation is made on the flour-
making capabilities of the grain, but never-
theless the softer varieties are exiremely
valmable for the manufacture of power aleo-
hol. One deficiency of Albany may be in
respect of eleetric power or cvoal supplies.
From that standpoint, Collie might be more
advantageously situated, but members should
bear in mind that when the authorities at
Bunbury were providing additional power,
Collie conl was not used but diesel oil.

Hon. J. Cornell: You weould not hank on
that, would you?

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: No, but if the use
of diesel oil was good enough for Bunbury,
it may be good enough for Albany. With
the harbour already available, Albany would
offer great facilities for shipping alochol
supplies if they were required. In addition,
the port is served by main roads, railways
and so on.

During the course of his Address-in-reply
speech, Sir Hal Colebateh rveferred to the
edueational advaniages provided in Western
Australin. I was particularly plensed to
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hear his references to the provision of high
schools which have been of great advantage
to young people in the rural areas. Through-
ont the Great Southern districts we always
understood that the next high school erected
was to be at Narrogin, but we cannot objeet
to Geraldton having obtained that privilege.
I understand, however, that years ago a
promise was made that Narrogin would be
the next on the list. No doubt the high
schools have earried out excellent work in
the interests of the rising gencration. 1
was surprised to hear Mr. Thomson's refer-
ences to the schonl-leaving age. In that re-
gard the position should be corrected be-
cause when some business houses advertise
for assistants or office boys, the stipulation is
made that the lad must have passed the
junior public examination or have obtained
his leaving certificate. If the lads cannot
secure their necessary qualifications during
their attendance at State primary sechools,
the position should be reetified. To my
mind, the school-leaving age should be
raised. A few weeks ago I employed an
office boy for my business at Katanning., He
is one of the brightest lads it has ever lLeen
my pleasure to engage. He is full of keen-
ness and desirous of learning what he can.
He is 14 years of age. To me it seems 2
great pity that he did noé have an oppor-
tanity to remain at school for another 12
months or twe years becaonse, with his
natural ability, I am positive that the extra
tuition he wonld have reccived would have
heen greatly to his advantage in his future
life. T may he asked why I employed the
lad. Had I not done so, guite a number of
other firms would have been only too pleased
to engage him.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: 1£ you teaech him all
you know, he will be all right!

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: I thank the hon.
member for his complimentary remark.
When Mr. Thomson referred to the school
at Boddington, the Chief Secretary inter-
rupted him with an interjeetion. 1 visited
that school during my electioneering cam-
pnign when I first entered Parliamentary

life. It was the only school in the
South-East Province at which I called
and addressed the echildren. I did so

at the request of the school master who
also urged me to take steps to have the
conditions obtaining there altered as soon as
possible, That was eight vears ago, and the
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school was in an extremely dilapidated con-
dition. The memboer for the distriet in an-
other place (Mr. Seward) has been continu-
ously requesting alterations and inereased
facilities. T shall read a small extraet from
the Narrogin “Observer” of the 7th August
last dealing with a statement by the Minis-
ter for Railways (Hon, E. Nulsen). He
satd-—

His visit to the school had astounded him

and he could truthfully say that he had never
seen worse conditions in any school. To the
best of his ability he would give every assist-
ance to get ‘the Education Departniont to
remedy this position.
T do not wish to criticise the Edueation De-
partment because, generally speaking, the
eonntry schools in the main eentres such as
Katanning, Wagin and Narrogin, have been
well maintained.

Hon. J. Cornell: Most of the blame lies
with the Public Works Department, not with
the Education Department.

Hon. M, V. PIESSE: T may be speaking
out of my turn, bnt I do not think the blame
lies with the Eduecation Department nor yet
with the Minister. The Public Works
officers shonld report on such a torrible bail -
ing and on the poor equipment; and those
things should bhe altered. Many ontback
schools are in a very similar position. When
Mr. B, II. TI. Hall read Mrs. Hamersley's
statement, my mind reverted to a letter I re-
ceived] last vear stating that the children at-
tending an assisted school had to take to
school in bottles the water they required to
drink. Now, it would have cost about £10
to erect a 2,000 gallon tank there, and this
would have heen more than sufficient to
supply the school with drinking water.

Next T shall refer to a letter I have re-
eeiverd from Mr. Stewart MeKay, of Lake
Grace., He is a well known pioneer of the
distriet. Unfortunately his wife died some
few weeks azo. I wrote expressing my sym-
pathy, and his acknowledgment included the
statement that one of his greatest worries was
that he had three young childeen and did
not know how he was going to obtain the
hest edueation for them. These are a few
=emarks T wish to place on record, heing
wholcheartedly in agreement with them. I
{eel sure that anyone hearing them will agree
with Mr. McKay, who writes

T would draw your attention to the appal-
ling educational facilities afforded to the coun-

try children of Western Australin, The townies
sgem to get it all along the line. It cannot

£7]
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Tast if the State is to be prosperous. Perth ia
getting too big, the country areas are becoming
uenuded. The wealth of the State is following
the wrong direction—Perthwards. Each and
every type of Government seems bent on keep-
ing it there, but a day will dawn when the
reverse must be the case. A large capital city
with more than half the State’s population and
vreducing no real wealth is a parasite, and
the present-day system of bolstering it up at
the cxpensc of the country areas will inevit-
ably crumble to pieces, It is my view that any
and every child who is not a nitwit, who has
tair ability and who shows promise of being
able to absorb something wore substantial
than the three R.’s, should@ not be denied a sec-
vndary school education simply becavse his
parents have not the wherewithal to board him
vut from home. Some day some Government
will wake up. Scholarships do not fill the bill.
May I remark here that before the depres-
sion which began in 1929, the amount paid
for Government school scholarships was £34
or £32, but was reduced to £24. This amount
is barely sufficient to enable a farmer to
send his child to a high school.

There are not enough of them (scholarships)
to start with—10, I think, outside the metro-
politan area—and the grant in each case is so
low that few country parents to-day could take
advantage of it even if a child wins it. Surely
the nation’s first care should be our future
citizens; and where will you find better material
than the boys and girls of the open spaces,
born also elose to Nnture, with initiative, sclf-
reliance and spunk in every corpuscle? In my
opinion, townspeople should find it fairly easy
to give their bhoys higher education, should
they so dedire, because mo boarding-out is
necessary. That’s what cripples the Cocky.
Those remarks are made by a practical man
who for many years has struggled on the
land and who states the position clearly
from the outbaek parents’ point of view.

‘While on the subject of education, I wish
to refer to the death of Mr. . M. Reedy.
For 16 years Mr. Reedy was in charge of
the Albany High School, and he has lett
behind a monument of efliciency. He was
s marvellous man for the way in which
he attended to the various works connceted
with the school. I remember when he started,
years ago, to create and complete a recrea-
tion ground. From its appearance one would
scarcely believe that it could have been
made at hardly any expense to the Govern-
ment. The work was carried out voluntarily
by students and towmspeople, with the oc-
casional assistance of sustenance men. The
cost is estimated to he in the vieinity of
£1,000. The ground is a marvellous cffort.
The refarestation there is an example to the
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rest of Western Australia. 1 grieve to think
that the district has lost the services of so
efficient an officer as Mr. Reedy. Pupils from
the Albany High School are now holding
impoertant positions in the Public Serviee
of Western Australia and elsewhere, al-
though the institution has been in existence
for only 16 years. There is Mr. Leslie
Hodge, the assistant econductor of the San
Francisco Symphony Orechestra and latterly
conductor of the Portland Orchestra, Cali-
fornia; Mr. W. Cole, M.Se, lecturer in
Physics at the University of Western Aus-
tralia; Mr. Wilson Forte, M.Sc., lecturer
in charge of Physies at the Adelaide Techni-
cal School; Mr. Paul Forte, B.Se., Assistant
Government Entomolegist in Western Ans-
tralia; Mr. B. Naughton, LI.B., and Mr. D.
Thomson, LL.B,, who are now, or soon are
to be, bharristers here in Perth; Licutenant
Brian Dawson, in charge of the st Austra-
lian Engineering Unit; Mr. Stan Evans,
M.Se.,, Rescarch Offieer in Animal Nutri-
tion, who is at present on loan fromn the
Adelaide TUniversity to the University of
Western Australia; Miss Ivy Bennett, B.Se.,
research student in Child Psycholopy at the
University of Western Australia, who is
shortly proceeding to America on a travelling
scholarship of £150 a year; and Miss C.
Lewis, B.A., Assistant Leeturer in History
at our University, who was studying for the
degree of Doctor of Literature in Paris
when that eity fell. Those are all students
of the Albany High School who have to-day
taken up their positions in Western Australia
or clsewhere, and are holding high Govern-
ment appointments, assisting in the seeond-
ary education of young people requniring it.

His Exeelleney’s Speech refers to the
liquid fuel position, and the hardships
that have sprung from it. In the country
those hardships are being borne by the
people in a spirit of sacrifice. I wish to
thank Mr. Millen and his staff for having
dealt with a highly diffiealt task. Truly
they have had their hands full. ARl the
members of the staff are most eourteous,
and have assisted by responding to in-
quiries made by members of TParliament,
and also by farmers and others, in connee-
tion with the work of the hoard. If the
farming community is not to have petrol,
it will not adopt an attitude of de-
manding petrol. When we read in the
Press some weeks ago the regulations ap-
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plying to persons who had petrol stored,
requiring them to send returns to Mel-
bourne, it oecurred to me to ask the Gov-
ernment whether those returns could not
he supplied through our local board, which
knows the conditions of every persen who
has stored petrol, and what business he
is in. Those people had heen asked to
store petrol to the best of their ability, so
that they would not have to draw exces-
sively on board rations later on. Many of
them have made strong efforts to purchase
and store petrol. Reading Dbetween the
lines of the regulations, one must realise
that the main ohjeet is to ascertain where
petrol is to be fonund all over this State
and Australin generally, from a war supply
point of view I would like to see the returns
sent through our own loeal board office he-
canse I think it would he helpful to the
various eases sent to the Eastern States.

I commend the Public Warks Depart-
ment for the splendid achievement in con-
neetion with the Katanning water scheme,
which was completed under the sapervision
of (lovernment officials, the work being
done by a large number of sustenance
workers., The cngineer in c¢harge of the
scheme, Mr. Bateman, has rendered ex-
cellent service and the sustenance workers
must he given credit for having done a
marvellons joh., They worked almost up
to professional standard. The Katanning
people are very satisfied with the eom-
pleted projeet, although the capaeity may
not be sufficient. The local residents have
always worked on the principle of not ask-
ing the Government to do everything for
them. They were able to put £14,000 into
the scheme from a sinking fund on a pre-
vious undertaking, which greatly assisted
in providing sufficient money for the ven-
ture. We are still controlled by a road
board, not a municipality, and our water
rate is 2s,, which I suppose is one of the
cheapest in country areas.

Hon. J. Nicholson: It is far cheaper
than the city rate.

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: That is an indiea-
tion of the thrift of the people responsible
for the cheap rate.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: They received some
assistanee.

Hon, H. V. PIESSE: They have had
very little assistance. The Government
grantd £3,000 odd and coniracted to carry
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out the work at a cost of £28,000 to the
road loard, which raised money in the
Eastern States at 4 per cent. The catch-
ment eomprises 60 odd acres of bitumen.
Mr. Holmes had the pleasure of seeing the
scheme and we were very glad to have him
in Katanning. When he left the town he
said to me, '‘Theve is no doubt that youn
and Mr. Thomson have a lot to be prond
of, and I can guite understand why you
always keep latanning under the notice of
Parliament.

Hon. H, Tuckey:
the annual valuation?

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: Yes. Mr. E. H. H.
Hall referred to the unfortunate position
of half-eastes in the Geraldton district. For
many years I have witnessed the increase in
the number of half-castes in Katanning and
the Great Southern generally, and have
realised to what an extent this great menace
ean grow—hecause it is 2 menace if efficient
contrel is not exercised. While I realise
the splendid work the Chief Scerctary did
when he was the Minister controlling the
Department of Native Affairs, T must give
eredit to the present Minister, Hon. A. A. M.
Coverley, and his departmental officers [or
the work that is being earried out at the Car-
rolap settlement. In the past I have been
rather sceptical. I do not suppose a day
goes by without some native or half-easte
ealling at my office in Katanuing to sub-
mit requests to me concerning his welfare
and living conditions, or to ask me to ap-
proach the department on his behalf. Con-
sequently, the other day I decided to visit
the settlemment and my inspection convineed
me that a marvellons work is being accom-
plished there. Some people say, “Why
spend money on fhese natives?’ The answer
is that this country belonged to them be-
fore we took it from them, and amongst the
half-ecastes in the Great Southern today are
many valuable men. T have a large property
under my centrol belonging to my father's
estate. I refer to Riverdale. Previously I
had never employed natives or half-castes
on it, but vecently the three men working
on the property enlisted and I bave had
half-castes in charge of the sheep. To their
credit Jet it be said that the losses in lamb-
ing this year have been infinitesimal, though
admiitedly the season was good. Those men
are good sheep men and are excellent for
farming work, but they must be under eon-
trol. At the settlement the control of the

That 2s. would be on
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natives, and particularly of the children, is
magnificent. I distributed the prizes at the
school and I was struek by the fact that
although there is only one teacher in charge
of 60 children, the work done would be a
credit to any school. The children are re-
markably ¢lean. Whether they put on their
Sunday clothes because I was making a
special visit, I do not know, but everything
I saw at the settlement was a credit to the
department and the Minister controlling it.
I sincerely hope other settlements of the
kind will be established at various c¢entres,
as was suggested by Mr. Hall. TUntil effec-
tive eontrol is exercised over all the natfive
children, there will be some who will not do
well, Today some children are still living
with their parents in native eamps, and
although it may seem hard that they should
be shifted from their parents, it is necessary
for the department to be seemingly hard in
order to be fair and kind to the State’s
future citizens.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: You think that in
the leng run separating the children from
their parents is for the best?

Hon. H, V, PIESSE: Yes, I am sure of
it. Some time ago I went to the department
on several oeccasions to object to children
being taken from their parents. At that
time Mr. Neville was in charge of the de-
partment and he drew my attention to the
fact that one of these half-caste ¢hildven had
become a school teacher and another a nurse.
After visiting Carrolup, I had a con-
versation with a half-caste woman. She
has a very fair child who was removed
from Carrolup to Sister Kate's Home. I
said to her, “Would you not be proud one
of these days to see your daughter become
a nurse, or take some other position in this
world that would be a credit to her and to
vou and the country?’ When I had finished
speaking to her she said, “Yon are quite
right.” T told her she could see her daughter
perhaps onece or twice a year and as the
child grew she would hecome very prond of
her and the girl would become a good
Western Aunstralian.

I notice that the management of the
Agrienltural Bank has in many instances
withdrawn the fallow snbsidy. There have
been many schemes relating to the produe-
tion of wheat and, as Mr. Bolton said, 12s.
an acre would be a princely sum for a far-
mer to receive as recompense under a satis-
factory stabilisation scheme.
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Hon. L. B. Bolton: I said that 12Zs. clear
profit would be a princely sum.

Hon. H, V. PIESSE: That is not too
much when it is realised that interest has to
be paid. "The point is that a tremendous
debt structure has been created by many
people. The same thing applies to the North-
West, as was made clear in the report of the
Royal Commissioner on the pastoral in-
dustry, Mr, Fyfe. I was delighted to hear
Sir Hal Colcbateh say that the frst great
necd in this country was a reduction of the
debt structure in the North-West and agri-
enltural areas. Such a reduction is one of
the first and moest important reforms that
must be given effect to in the new order of
which we have heard so much. I was re-
ferring to the fallow subsidy. Suppose that
that small advance were allowed and men
then decided not to plant any wheat! Surely
the produetion of oat crops and vavious grass
¢rops and fodder crops would be of great
advantage. Consequently I hope the Gov-
ernment will recommend to the bank—for
it is not too late—that the advances be con-
tinued. Without them the people who have
tractors have no possible chance of earrying
on with their fallowing. In many instances
those that have horses are the only occupants
of their farms and cannot afford to pay for
labour.

I was fravelling to Narvogin the day be-
fore yesterday and on the way Y picked up a
young man on the road who said he had come
from Newdegate. He was fairly well
dressed, wore a rejection badge and was
carrying & suit case. He was walking from
Wagin to Narrogin. I asked him why, and
he said he had no money. He declared that
he had been working at Newdegate but the
farmers had no money to pay for the clearing
he had done. He said he did not blame
them, I told him that if he had gone
throungh Katanning and made inquiries, he
wounld have obtained employment there be-
eause men were wanted all over the distriet.
He told me that the Lake Graee distriet had
had a dry season and there was no possible
chance of employment there. The fact has
to be realised that as the result of unfor-
tunate seasons in past years many farmers
are in adverse financial circumstances,

I feel sure I would disappoint hon.
members if T did not mention the subject of
potatoes. For the past four or five years
T have taken a keen interest in the industry
mainly becansc of my acceptance of a posi-
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tion to the Federal Advisory Board. My
colleague, Mr. Burvill, and 1 have repre-
sented Western Australia at meetings of the
board and have done our hest at all times
to represent all sections and all distriets in-
terested in the potato industry, without any
thought of payment or hias in favour of our
own particular district. Many requests have
been made by growers, not only in the
Albany and Denmark end of my Province,
but also at puoblic meetings in the South-
West, for legisiation to regulate the indus-
try. The time has arrived when the Govern-
ment should introduce a licensing measure
and give members an opportunity to decide
whether it should become law. That such
legislation should he passed is a recommenda-
tion of the Australian Agrienltural Couneil,
which is representative of all the States. New
South Wales has passed such legislation and
during the present period of serious glut, it
has heen very helpful to the growers of
New South Wales. When the Bill was passed
the Covernment advanced £600 to provide
for the organisation of the growers, and T
understantl that the registration of growers
has sinee taken place. Those growers ean
now speak with one voice in making their
requests.

Many people seem to imagine that legisla-
tion along these lines is associgted with mar-
keting. I hope members will rid their minds
of that idea. Marketing proposals are not
involved in the desired legislation, The sole
object is to permit the growers to or-
ganise the industry so that they may speak
with one voice for the benehit of the industry.
If each State had a law of this kind, the in-
dusiry would have an opportunity to becomo
one of the most important in Australin, and
Western Australia would certainly have a
chance of becoming one of the largest pro-
ducers of potatoes in the Commonwealth.
Admittedly we have to find markets for the
crop, and potatoes are a commodity that can-
not be stored. Reeently a large quantity of
potatoes was cxported to Malaya. The price
of potatoes to-day is £7 15s. per ton and the
surplus thus taken off the local market en-
abled growers to obtain a reasonable return
for their labour,

Three wecks ngo I walked into a Perth
shop and bougbt 11b. of potatoes. They
were exhibited and advertised at 3 Ibs. for
6d. The pries I paid was equal to £18 13s.
4d. per ton, bat had anybody looked at the
quotations in the paper that morning he
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would have found that the wholesale price
was £5 {o £5 104, a ton. That price included
the cost of bags, the labour of diggins,
freight to Perth and the cost of inspection.
If the potatoes were not of flst-class
quality, they would he sold as second-class,
but I do not know what the price of second-
class potatoes was on that day. There is no
regulation to prevent any shopkeeper from
selling second-class potatoes as first-class.
The customer has to judge the quality for
himself. That is one reason why regulation
and grading should be introduced. When I
made my small purchase there was a lady
in the shop with a large suit ease. She was
buying fruit, and she remarked that she
always did her shopping on Saturday after-
noon. After I had made my purchase, she
said to the shopkeeper, “Give me all the
potatocs you have gof. 1 have never seen
them sold so cheaply.” She was paying 2d.
per Ib. for them and was of opinion that
she wns getting a bargain.

Why should the growers receive so litfle
for their produet? Why should nof the
producers henefit from the big prices being
paid by consumers? A few weeks zgo the
quantity of potatoes in excess of regnire-
ments in Australia was 105,000 tons. That
is a tremendous quantity and naturally the
priec in the Eastern States has fallen con-
siderably. The Prices Commissioner has en-
deavoured to introduce some regulation;
probably it has already been put into opera-
tion in Victoria. The Government of that
State has announced its intention of intro-
ducing a licensing Bill for the industry. The
regulation will help to keep prices at a more
payable level, T believe it is impossible for
Victorian growers to get more than £5 a ton
at sidings.

I do not claim to have a knowledge of
potato growing, I have a knowledge of the
markeling of various products, and I have
collected information for the bencfit of
growers; but 1 am not a practical grower of
Dotatees and have never claimed to be. A
member asked me the eost of sowing an aere
of potatoes, and my colleague on the hoard,
Mr. Burvill, has informed me that in the
Grassmere distriet io plant and harvest one
acre of potatoes costs approximately £25.
The return in that distriet averages six or
seven tons, unless the season is poor or the
erop hecomes flooded, as happened a couple
of years ago. The potato is the most risky
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erop of all. Over night it might be ruined
by frost; moth and disease have to be ecom-
bated. The record ¢rop grown by Mr. Bur-
vill in the Grassmere district was 22 tons
per acre or, with the use of minor elements,
18 tons.

I congratulate the Department of Apri-
culture on the service it has rendered to the
industry. Undoubtedly Mr. Morgan and his
staff have beer outstanding in the attention
they have given to growers. Western Aus-
tralia, in my opinion, is the greatest pro
ducer per acre of any State in the Common-
wealth, and much of that success can be at-
tributed to the work of the departmental
officers. The regulations governing the use
of certified seed have improved the erop
wonderfully. At a conferenee I attended in
Queensland reeently, the Director of Agri-
culture said, “What 1 cannot understand
about Queensland is that when it receives
seed from Vietoria, the smaller the potatoes
the further they will go and the bigger the
aren they will plant.” Queensland has been
drawing its seed supplies from Vietoria, but
the seed is not certiied. New South Wales
has a Certified Seed Act. On my return to
Western Australia, 1 arranged with Mr.
Burvill and several of his fellow growers in
the Albany distriet to send samples of seed
to Queensland, and cight or ten tons were
sent. The chief district growing ecertified
seed is the one I represent. The legistation
I am asking the Government to introduace in-
volves nothing in the shape of party polities.
It is designed solely to benefit the industry.
It does not matter whether the grower is a
Calathumpian or of some other brand poli-
tieally ; our whole object is to put the indus-
try on a good footing. I hope the Chict
Secretary will request Cabinet to agree to
ihe introduction of the desired measure.

In referring to the Farmers’ Debts Ad-
justment Department, I must speak of the
lute Director, Mr. W. A. White. My sym-
pathy goes out to his wife and boy. The
son ig serving in New Guinea. I think I am
voicing the opinion of the primary pro-
ducers of this State when T say, “Thank
you, Mr. White, for the work you have car-
ried out while controlling the department.”
Undoubtedly he rendered excellent service.
Businessmen had many argunents with him in
his capacity of Prices Commissioner, and I
was as critieal as anybody. I had his private
telephone number and not a week passed
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without our getting into argument about
pricefixing, debt adjustment and so forth.
Mr. White had a very difficult job end car-
ried it out with credit to himself and his
department.

Coming to a personal matter, I wish to
thanks memhers for their kindness to me
during my illness last session. I appreciate
the fact that pairs were arranged for me.
On practieally every vote of importance, my
collengue was able, through the courtesy of
the Ionorary Minister and Mr. Fraser, to
secure a pair for me. Therefore my electors
were not disfranchised through my absence.
I am pleased that T am once more able to
take trips East and travel through the
conntry. The kindly sentiments expressed
and the kindly actions of members helped
me greatly to recover my health.

I was pleased to see 1lis Excelleney the
Lient.-Governor in such perfect health on
the opening day. Tn all that His Tixcelleney
is doing he has the fullest support from
Lady Mitcheil. We know the wonderful
work Her Ladyship is doing, in association
with Hon. J. Nicholson, in eonncetion with
the activities of the Red Cross Socicty. We
also know the manner in which that society
is working for the good of soldiers. Country
people are alwayya delighted to see His Ex-
celleney and Lady Mitehell. T do not sup-
pose that any people in this eountry are
more warmly welcomed than they are. T
have pleasure in supporting the motion.

HON. H. SEDDON (North-East) [5.30]:
I would add my quota to the good wishes
that have heen extended to those members
of the Chamber who are placing themselves
at the disposal of the country for military
service. ] extend to them the best wishes
for their safety whilst engaged in that work,
and for their return to these shores at the
conclusion of hostilities. My remarks in
connection with the Address-in-reply may be
opened by a reference to the very necessary
defence of our Parliamentary system that
has been put forward on one or two oc-
easions. We pride ourselves on our Parlin-
mentary eonstitution, but T sappose that at
no time in the history of the country has
the Parliamentary svstem itself bheen so
strongly eriticised as has been the ease of
late, Everywhere are found derogatory ve-
ferences on the part of many people to the
efficiency of Parliament, whilst very few,

[COUNCIL.]

only those who have studied the system of
government, are prepared to stand up and
put forward the other side of the question.
There ave one or two features noticed by
those who have had a long associstion with
Parliament, which have proved wvery dis-
turbing. Sir Hal Colebateh said the other
day that no one could contend that Parlia-
ment had control of the finances, especially
this portion of Parliament. That is true.
This House has very little say in the finances
of the conntry. s funetion, short of taking
action that would hring abount na state of
disorganisation, is restricted to that of
eriticism of the finaneial policy of the Ad-
ministration.

The most distarbing feature of the matter
is this, During the years that T have been
associated with the House two men came
in to it who were leaders in the commercinl
life of the eity. DBoth were here for a short
time and ultimately resigned. They were
men who had made a success of their own
business. Both expressed the same opinion,
One thing they found most irksome with
regard to our Parliamentary system was
that after a considerable amount of ex-
perience the only feeling they experienced
was one of futility. That is serious. If
men who are aecustomed to running a busi-
ness successfully can, after some experience
of Parliamentary life, say that as a resnlt
of all their efforts they have only a feeling
of futility, there must be need for an
alteration of, and improvement in our
Parliamentary system. I will go further.
Men who enter this House frequently
undertake a certain amount of study
concerning the welfare of the Siate and
their own district. As a conseguence of
that study they form certain opinions,
but only too frequently they have the same
experience as that of thoze two gentlemen
to whom I referred, There is a tremen-
dous waste and inefficieney in such a state
of affairs. We have to renlise that the ad-
ministration of the country rests in the
hands of a few men. Whilst members of
Parliament as a whole are supposed to be
erities, and there are 80 of them associated
with this Parliament, it is a great pity
their efforts conld not be made more usc of
in dealing with the serious problems with
which we are confronted today. I raise
the point becavse, associated with the
eriticism of Parliament outside, the general
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impression eXists that we are going fo
have a new order, When we track that
down we find that the idea is a vague one,
that no one seems to know what the new
order will be like, or what will come
about as the result of it. The impression
abroad is, however, that we are going to
have a new order, whatever that means.

Hon. L. Craig: A new state of chaos.

Hon. H. SEDDON: Probably that im-
pression has gained ground becanse people
have very little comprehension of the con-
ditions under which we are working and
of what is confronting us. The general
result is that someone who is more violent-
minded and c¢an command a eertain amount
of support, will be inclined to make him-
self particularly effective. That may be
the hegiuning of a new order. A great deal
of eriticism has been indulged in. Any one
who expresses the hope that there will he a
new order is ignorving the obvious results of
this war. It will mean the destruction of a
great deal of wealth, and what is more, the
destruction of a great deal of the machinery
of produetion. That is a very serious aspect.
Whilst we may have many disturbaneces,
and much loss of life, so long as the means
of prodnetion arc not seriously affected it
will be possible to bring about ecomparatively
quickly the rcplacement of many of those
things which have been destroyed. Many
people say that as a result of those hap-
penings there will be a lowering of the
standard of living and a great deal of im-
poverishment, that such things must be looked
for as a result of war. Unflortunately his-
tory suggests that there is a lot of support
for suech an mrgument. I consider, how-
ever, that is a policy of despair.

1f that is all we have to offer to people
who are looking for a new order, and if
that is all we have to offer to the men who
have gone oversea and who will eventually
return, we had better look out. They will
not he satistied to sit down and allow
things more or less to right themselves.
They will be looking for leadership, for a
man who will tell them which way they
have to go, whether he is right or wrong.
Such a man will get a following. That is
what ocenrred in Gerinuny and Italv. The
dictators got their following because they
did things. I vead an illusivation of that
the other day. A German had heen taken
prisoner, and his captors questioned him
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as to why he was fighiing. Onc of them
made a derogatory remark about Hitler.
The German stopped him and said, ‘‘I ean-
not allow you to make a remark like that
concerning my leader.”” After further
conversation he told them why he made
that answer. He said, ** The reason why I
will not listen te anything against Hitler
is that during seven years my father was
out of work, and for seven years we
kiddies were battling along, ekeing out the
miserable existence that was open to us,
and deriving such assistance as we could
get from people who were no better off
than we ourselves. When Hitler came to
power, he found work and food for us.
Because of that and of the manner in
which he came to our assistance, I cannot
allow anything to be said against him.”’
There is onc factor people are losing
sight of. Tt would be a sad commentary
npon the bhoasted advancement of our
civilisation, and particularly upon the
ability of our industrial system to produce
to the degree that it is producing to-day,
if we did not realise that the main fae-
tor will be the tremendous number of young
and vigorous able-bodied men, possessing
young and active brains, who will he avail-
able, to make good the damage done and
to start new avenues of production, pro-
vided they find a man with brains to lead
them in the right diveetion. If Parliament
is going to recover the position to which it
is ontitled, that of scrving the best intercsts
of the State, it devolves npon every member
of it to study these problems, and do his
best to provide that wise leadership, and
the organisation necessary, in order that
when these young men come back we shall
be able to direct their energies and abilities
into the right channel. As a result of that
policy, the standard to which we can attain
after the war should be much higher, not
lower, than the standard we had before it.

Although much of the destruetion to
which I have referred has been productive
of evil, it has swept away a lot of rubbish.
When we reconstruet a2 workshop that has
been demolished, we are not going to instal
old-fashioned wachinery, but we shall
puf in the best and most efflcient machinery
that ean be found. There is another side to
the story of destruction that has come as a
result of the war. Inertia, stagmation and
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prejudive are the greatest obstacles to re-
covery and advancement. We are justly
proud of much of our war effort in Aus-
tralin. On the other hand there is
much to complain about. Many aspects

of that aectivity can only be deseribed
as wasteful, and certainly inefficient.
People must agree with me when I

say there has heen quite a lot of stoppages
of work, especially of war work, which has
a bad effeet upon our Australian effort. In
my opinion, one of the big factors in the
loss of Crete was the coal strike in New
South Wales of seven weeks’ duration soon
after the commencement of the war. At that
time, Australia was getting into its stride
with war production. We were manufactur-
ing planes, guns and ammunition, and that
seven weeks’ stoppage slowed down our pro-
duction, The men who have come back from
Crete tell us that if only they could have
had the planes, the guns and the ammuni-
tion, they counld have held Crete. It would
indeed be disastrous if at soine future time
our country was invaded, or even raided,
and we did not have sulficient equipment to
supply to our defenders. That is what
should concern us and confirm our resolve
to combat such stoppages. There are men
in the Eastern States whe would not hesitate
to hamstring Australia’s war effort, but
their designs will be thwarted only by the
community and vigorous aetion by the work-
ers themselves,

What I think the world is really looking
for is economic freedom. Yhen the only
prospect before a man is to be kept in a
certain groove, he becomes diseouraged,
especially if he is a young man, for our
young wmen have ambitions and dream
dreams. To day they ave restless and find-
ing fault with our present social system,
The best prospect we ean offer them is econ-
omic freedom, freedom from the system un-
der which their fathers worked and spent
their lives. That freedom can be achieved
by a tremendous inerease in production, and
this can he brought about by the applieation
of science to production and by sane and
efficient management of onr industries. But
all this means a reversal of public policy.
Nolrody who has studied the development of
the Australian social system as it has existed
for the past 40 years, can fail to observe
that the objective in the past has been to
assist the wasteful and improvident person
and to save him from the consequences of
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his folly. The objeet has not been to
help the thrifty who, by their savings, are
building up our country. To achieve eco-
nomie freedom, we must support the am-
bitious man, the man who is thrifty; eon-
versely, we must penalise the man who is
wasting his substance. Without such a
policy, the proposed new world will be no-
thing but a dream. Too much publicity is
given to some evenis occurring in the Com-
mounwealth, Much of the trouble that has
arisen has been due to the prominence given
by the Press to those events.
Members: Hear, hear!

Hon. H. SEDDON: Had the Press exer-
cised discretion and not given these people
the publicity they were seeking, their acti-
vities would have ecased and we should not
have had the disturbances thati have oc-
curred.

Hon. A. Thomson: Quite right.

Hon. II. SEDDOX: This war has given
our Governmnent one of its great oppor-
tunities. While we were more or less on the
fringe of the war effort, the Eastern States
established more factories, Now, there are
many goods required for our local consump-
tion, the manufacture of which eonld have
been started in thiz State. During the
Address-in-reply debate a year ago I re-
ferred to one such industry., This State uses
a larger quantity of explosives in its induos-
trial life than does any other State of the
Commonwealth; yet the factory making
those explosives is situated in Melbourne.
The materials required must be imported,
but there is no reason why they should not
have been imported into Western Australia
and the explosives made here. That is an
avenue that ecould have been explored; the
establishment of the industry here would
have helped not only our war effort but
would have proved extremely useful to our
mining industry at the conclusion of the
war,

Hon, J. J. Holmes:
for private enterprise?

Hon. H. SEDDON: It is imnaterial to
me whether or not the explosives are manu-
factared by private enterprise. If private
enterprise will not undertake the manufac-
ture of explosives, then the sooner the public
know, the better. The fact remains that a
strong case has been made for the manu-
facture of explosives in Western Australia.

I have alwayvs contended thot there is a
field in a new country like \Western Aus-

Is not that a matter
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tralia for young men to work in. I vefer to
industrial chemistry, Some works that are
now being ecarried out indicate that I am
correct in my opinion. In old-established
countries, it has been found pessible 1o utilise
the by-products of manufacturing processes
owing to the application of science to in-
dustry. Last week I asked the Chief Secre
tary a question with regard to the activities
of the department of which Mr. Fernie is
the head. I received a smart reply, in which
it was pointed out that this Chamber re-
fused to pass a Bill providing for a Bureaun
of Industry and Economic Research, with
statutory responsibility to present a report
fo Parliament cach year. That is all right,
bul it is not good enongh. Public money is
being spent upon the aciivities of this hoard,
and I contend that Parliament ix vitally in-
terested to know just exactly what work it
is earrying out, Notwithstanding that para-
graphs dealing with the activities of the
board appear in the Press from time {o time,
in my opinion the least the Minister in
charge of the department could do woull he
to place on the Table at the beginning of
each session a report on the work done by
the hoard. I merely made a reasonahle re-
quest that such a report should be made
available.

T asked another yuestion relating fo dam-
age done by troops and trainees to railway
conching stock. The reply I received was
that the damage amounted to £107 11s. 1d,,
but that amount did not inelude the cost of
repairing damage to eoaches used by troops
tor which responsibility econld not be de-
finitely fixed on individuals or groups.
Surely the Minister, having partly replied
to my question, could have supplied the ad-
ditional information. That, however, is an
illustration of the way in which departments
earry out their work, and the way in which
members' questions are answered. There are
many different jobs in the railway service,
but one I would not care to undertake at
present is that of the eonductors. They have
muel to contend with. The sooner the Mili-
tary Department and the Railway Depart-
ment get their heads together to deal with
the situation that has arisen, the belter it
will be for evervone eoncerned.

Hon. H. V. Piesse: The matfer is being
dealt with. Military poliee are now travel-
ling with the troops.

Hon. II. SEDDON: Very good. An
organisation 1s operating in Perth today
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which has the advantage of being charged
a cheap freight rate by the roilways. The
organisation acts on behalf of the Camp
Comforts I'und and has done wonderful
work. I have nothing to say against it, but
I would draw attention to a case of de-
liberate discrimination by the Railway De-
partment, as to which an explanation is re-
quired. In Kalgoorlie a voluntary commit-
tee is working on lines similar to those of
the organisation I have referred to. 1t con-
sists of men who were engaged in the same
class of worl durving the 1914-18 war, These
men have collected much discarded material
far which a ready market can be found, If
they could obtain the same concession as
that enjoyed by the Perth committee, they
would be in a position to deal profitably
with the material they have collected.  How-
over, the hest rate they e¢an obtain from the
Railway Department is 21s. or more above
the rate charged to the Perth committee. The
Kalgoorlie men are working withont pay
and all the monex they raige 15 distributed
among the varvious patriotie funds. I want
to know the renson for this diserimination.
The matter has been brought under the
notice of the department, which veplied to
the effeet that the Kalroorlie foundry was
prepaved to tuke all the serap metal that
conld he eollected in Kalgoorlie, and that
consequently there was ne necessity to rail
it to Perth; bhut the Kalgoorlie committee
colloets other things hesides serap mofal. It
has collected huge cuantities of paper and
bottles, and has had offered to it several tons
of wire rope. .\ market exists in the Bast-
crn States for wire rope, Lnt if the commit-
tee is forced to pay the freight ihe Railway
Department is asking, it could not sceure
any return if it despatehed the wire to the
Bastern  States.  What we ecomplain of 1s
this: Why is diserimination made in favour
of a committee in the melropolitan arven
which is drawing supplies from all over the
Btate, as agninst n goldficlds committee do-
ing exactly the same work hut yet penalised
regarding railway Treighis? T hope the
Minister will make a note of that matter
and furnish me with an nnswer to it in the
course of his reply to the debate.

Noxt T shall refer to the Goldficlds Water
Supply Department. That branch of the
{Jovernment service has been operating for
N ordd vears and last year was the first oc~
casion when the people on the goldfields
werr asked—in fact, regulations were en-
forced to achieve the end—to restrict the
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quantity of water they used. Not many
people there indulge in the use of excess
water beeause the price alone makes such a
course expensive. This vear we were told
that water was not available. 1n its endea-
vour to meet the shortage, the Government
constructed g pipe line from Canning in
order to supply a ecertain volume of water
to Mundaring. Members will remember that
an extended inquiry was undertaken regard-
ing water supply matters in 1924. During
the course of that investigation the Gold-
fields Water Supply undertaking was
brought under consideration and as a result
quite a lot of information was made avail-
able to the public. At that time one of the
most important points made public was that
on an average B8,800,000,000 gallons were
wasted every year in the overflow from the
Mundaring Weir. While the eapacity of the
reservoir is -h650,000,000 gallons, the quan-
tity T have indieated was lost each year.
Daring the course of the investigation, wo
asked why the engineers could not consider
conserving the water that was wasted by this
means.  In my opinion it was definitely up
to those engineers to show sometime between
1924 and the present day, how that wastage
could be avoided and the extra supply made
available to the people.

During the conrse of our inquiries we
were told that Muondaring was only one of
eight sites that had hecn sclected as pos-
sible locations for reservoirs within the eateh-
ment area. Tt was pointed out, however,
that owing to the nature of the ruu-off,
mapy of the sites were not economic pro-
positions and the present location was
selected becanse it was considered it would
impound the greatest volume of water, hav-
ing regard to the run-off from various parts
of the catchment aren. I understand that
engineers are congidering a proposal for
raising the height of the wall. I think the
guggestion is somewhat similar to a scheme
advanced in 1924, when it was asserted
that by placing shutters on the wall, it could
be raised by 5 feet and thereby a much
greater volume of water would be held.
In¢identally, the position regarding the
Mundaring Weir is that the top 14 feet im-
pound more than half the volume stored in
the reservoir, while that retained by the wall
below that 14 feet holds less than half the
water impounded. However, the scheme I
have mentioned was seriously questioned by
the engineers in 1924, and one expressed him-
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self emphatically in opposition to it.

I ask the House to consider whether we
could not, with advantage, have another in-
quiry into the activities of the Goldfields
Water Supply Department, first from the
technical standpoint and secondly with re-
gard to financial comsiderations. The fact
is not generally known—it caused consider-
able surprise to goldfields people when they
were so informed—that the Goldfields
Water Supply Department owes this State
£1,750,000 as a result of losses sustained in
the operation of the scheme. In my opinion
that result is due to the policy adopted.
The object of the scheme was to provide
water and the cheaper sueh a commodity
can be sold, the more will be consumed and
the better chanee there will be of working
at a profit. Therefore, if the policy of the
department throughout the years had heen
to develop a market for the water available
for consumption, and so increase the turn-
over, instend of £1,750,000 heing owed to
Consolidated Revenue, a considerable profit
would have acerued. That aspeet requires
investigation because during the iast few
vears members will note, if they peruse the
tables placed hefore them when the Treasuver
delivered his Budget speech, that a eonsider-
able surplus has been recorded.

Hon. W. J. Mann: Would the recondi-
tioning of the pipe line aecount for uny of
that loss?

Hon. H. SEDDOXN : Reconditioning of the
pipe line has been undertaken in recent
years, but that involves a eharge against
capital and there has been a considerable
surplus from revenne,

Hon. G. W. Miles: The point yow make
requires investigation—reduction in price
and increased tmmover with a view to
securing a  profit instead of econtinuing
losses.

Hon. H. SEDDON: Exactly. Another
point I wish to stress is that, according to
a return submitted to Parliament at the
commeneement of the session, although a
considerable surplus running into five figures
was shown in the Budget tables, only £02
was reeouped to Consolidated Revenue in
reduction of the aecumulated deficit- I want
to know why? If there was a surplus run.
ning into five figures, why was it not used
to reduce the liability against the under-
taking? Surely that is a matter that re.
quires investigation. A small committee ap-
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pointed by this House might undertake such
an inquiry in the interests of the genera]
public and of the department itself. I am
certainly not satisfied with the present posi-
tion nor with the policy pursued. When we
realise that out of the water drawn off from
Muondaring, there was at one time a loss of
10 per cent., consisting of water that in
some instances had been pumped five or six
times and then lost, members will appreciate
that there was certainly ground for an in.
vestigation regarding the elficiency of the
departmental operations.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: I thiok the taxpayers
of this State carried the scheme to the tune
of £100,000 a year for many years.

Hon. H. SEDDON: I have already
wentioned that the debit against Consoli-
dated Revenue amounts to £1,750,000. Refer-
ence hns been made to the position on the
goldtields. ‘The fact that Britain had to go
off the gold standard has been of eonsiderable
advantage to the gold mining industry, but
there is one matter that justifies mention in
this House, I refer to the position of the
Great Boulder mine. One point that emerges
trom the discussion on the position of that
undertaking is that the base year adopted
by the British Government for computing
estimates of prolits was the very wovst that
could have been chosen from the standpoint
ol the Greal Boulder mine. It was the year
during which the company had undertaken
a large plant reconstruetion scheme and
much developmental work. The company
saw n pgood many years’ life ahead in conse-
quence of the improved plant and looked to
better operating figures. The base year
adopted by the British Government was one
in which returns were much lower and the
company has been penalised considerably.
It appears to me that there ave grounds for
the Government to submit a case to the Im-
perial anthorities wrging that some other
base year should be adopted instead of the
one I have referred to. It eould be pointed
out that the circumstances assoeiated with
the operations of the Great Boulder consti-
tnted n speeial ease, and therefore hy agree-
ing to extend econsideration it would not
mean establishing a position of which other
people might take advantage. I am con-
vineced that the Government wonld experi-
ence no difficulty in establishing the fact that
had the year 1939 been adopted as the hase
vear, instead of that which was chosen by
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the Imperial authorities, it would have been
much more fair to the company and wonld
enable the mine to be operated on a more
eflicient basts.

Hon. G. W. Miles: I understood the Com-
monwealth and State Governments did ap-
proach the British Government.

Hon. H. SEDDON ; If that is so, small re-
sults are appareat. In any event, the matter
would be dealt with on its merits. Con-
sideration extended to the (ireat Boulder
wouldl not leave the door open to any evasion
of taxation, but it would enable the company
to operate on a basis comparable with that
enjoyed by other companies operating in
Western Australia and in other parts of the
Empire.

Reference has been made to the statament
that there are too many members of
Parliament. I shall elose my remarks
by saying that the issue involved is
not that there are too many members
of Parliament so much ns inability or
neglect to make use of the knowledge and
experience of those who are in Parliament.
I suggest that the Government could well
explore avenues wherehy better use could he
made of the abilitv and energy of members
to assist in the work of the State and in the
administvation of Govermment departments.
1 support the motion for the adoption of the
Address-in-reply and express the hope that
we shall soon sce improved opportunities
for the netivities of the State, and an exten-
sion of the productive capacities of our
peaple. That can be achieved by mecans of
the application of science and energy, and
wise direction of the tremendous number of
workers we have in our midst. They are
good workers and could be properly trained
and utilised if the right direction were avail-
able.

Sitting suspended [rom 6.15 to T30 pam,

HON. E, M. HEENAN ({(XNorth-East)
[7.30]: I was indecd pleased to observe that
is Exeellency opened his Speech with a well
worded reference to the passing of the late
Mr. G. J. Lambert, who gave so many years
of his life to the political service of Western
Australin. George Loambert, as he was
known, will be affectionately remembered by
all who knew him, espeecially by the old
brigade on the goldficlds; and on their be-
half I join in paving a tribnte to his
nmemory.



166

I have learnt with surprise mingled with
pride that Mr. Gilbert Fraser has joined up
with, and been accepted for service in the
Royal Australian Air Force. Mr. Fraser
will be greatly missed in this Chamber, but
his specialised training and gencral capacity
will find 2 useful sphere for service in the
direction he has chosen. He is seiting a
splendid example at a time when it i1s needed
most. 1 join with other members in con-
gratulating Mr. Fraser and wishing him the
best of luck.

As a goldfields member I was very inter-
terested in His Excelleney’s reference to the
goldmining indunstry. Its importance is
stressed by the fact that last year the value
of its production was £12,000,000, an all-
time record in this State. Some idea of this
large revenue will be gathered when it is
pointed out that the amount is more than
double the revenue received from the wheat
and wool industries combined. Thaus it is no
exagperation to say that the goldmining in-
dustry is carrying Western Australia, and
that it will probably have to do so for many
vears to come. It is therefore of the utmost
importanee that the industry be fostered in
every way, with & view {o maintaining and,
if possible, inercasing the present output.
In this regard the Government is to he com-
mended for its recent announcement that an
amount of £9,400 is to be advanced to Ora
Banda United Mines. The company has n
large low-grade mine at Ora Banda, which
good authorities elaim has every prospect of
beeoming & good producer.

An integral part of the industry is pros-
pecting. It is the prospector who, year 1
and year out, ventures into the outback, and
as & rule lives and works under the most
trying and diffienlt conditions. Tt iz the
prospector who locates new shows, and
paves the way for mining companies. With-
ount him no new mines will be located, no
more Geolden Miles will he discovered. In
these difficult times, therefore, let us see to
it that the prospector is encouraged and
assisted in every conceivable way. At the
present time the industry is passing through
a most difficelt period. Most of the vounger
inen engaped in it were among the first to
enlist, and those who are left have been
greatly handicapped by the water shortage
and petrol restrictions. Cars and trucks
are not luxuries with these men, but essen-
tial parts of their equipment. They are not
used for attending race meetings or foot-
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ball matches. I therefore urge the authori-
ties to show the prospectors special consid-
eration in the matter of petrol supplies. 1
also urge the Government to formulate some
scheme whereby producer gas units can be
made available to prospectors under gener-
ous conditions,

The Government prospecting scheme has
been of great assistance to the industry, as
the following figures indieate :—

Siner the inception of the scheme in June,
1933, 8,713 men have been nssisted with ration
orders and equipment.

At the present time, 2j3 men are lLeing us-
sigted with ration orders and equipment.

To the end of June, 1941, the expenditure
on ration orders, equipment, explosives, and
aupervision awounted to £270,927 17y, which
included £80,904 16s, from the Commonwealth
grant,

The expenliture from 1Ist July, 1940, to
June, 1941 on rations, explosives, supervision,
equipment and rail fares amounted to £21,300
115, 44.

The total amount refunded sinee the Scheme
started to the end of June, 1941, £52,642 Oy,
11d. (State £36,380 18s. 7d. and Commonwenlth
£16,253 2s. 4d.)

During the past 12 months £6,002 has been
refunded,

Assisted prospectors have reported laving
erushed 77,339 tons for 37,698 ozs. since July,
1933.

Since the outbreak of war the number of men
has deereansed, a great number of the younger
ones having enlisted and others have been
fortunate in  obtaining employment. The
majority of men now being assisted are men
that are too old to enlist or to obtain employ-
ment on the mines,

The time is not opportune to ask for in.
creased assistance under the scheme, bot I
trust the Government will continue to foster
it and io encourage and assist prospectors
in every way possible.

A pgood deal is being said and written
about the new order which will evolve when
the present world conflict is terminated.
Great changes will undoubtedly take place,
and it is our bounden duty to ensure that
these changes are for the better. At the
present time, therefore, it iz opportune to
say a word of warning about the exodus of
people from the country towns to the cities.
Most of the small centres in my district are
languishing, and yet in the cities one sees
evidence of luxury and spending on all sides.
This is & most unhealthy state of affairs,
and we will undoubfedly reap the whirlwind
unless some remedy is applied. I hope the
time will come when people are given more
encouragement to live in the country, People
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in places like Laverton, Cox’s Find, Leonora,
and Menzies, just to mention a few poldfields
towns, should be provided with more of the
conveniences of life in the way of better
schools, rallway faeilities, housing accommo-
dation, and means of having an annual holi-
day at the seaside. It is the lack of these
things which makes life in such centres a
burden, and induces people to seek the
easier life in the cities. The problem is a
serious one, and an immediate effort should
be made to attempt its selution.

A change, too, is needed in the matter of
providing facilities for people to own their
own homes. In New South Wales a scheme
has been drawn up for the building of 40,000
houses for sale to the basie wage carner,
without deposit, at a maximom rental of
17s. 6d. per week. Such a huge scheme is
obviously above our requirements, but a
similar scheme on modified lines should be
part of our conception of the new order.
It should not be bevond our capacity, and
it would put an end to the unfair and un-
just system which permits landlords to
charge rents far in excess of what anyone
ean claim to be a fair thing. This is one
way in which we could make a tangible con-
tribution to the new order.

On the goldfields we have a large per-
centage of old-age pensioners and turned-
down miners, most of whom in their day
played a not inconsequential part in the
cstablishment of the great goldmining in-
dustry to which I have alveady referred.
And not only the mining industry, but the
State in general owes a lot to these men and
women, the majority of whom have nothing
in the way of wealth to show for their life’s
work, except their pensions or allowunces.
A trip to the seaside is quite bevond their
means, and it has often oceurred to me that
the State could well afford to give them an
annual pass over the railways,

Members: Hear, hear!

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: The beneficial
resulls of sueh a concession need no
stressing, and it is something which in my
opinion eould and shonld be done. I also
hope that the Governmeni will give some
consideration to intreducing legislation to
regulate the activities of a trade or valling
which has grown up in recent years, known
as divorce detectives. At the present time
there is no law to regulate these individuals,
and they are at liberty to make tIne.ir own
rnles of eonduet and to charge whatever
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fees they like. One freguently hears of
charges that amount almost to extortion, and
something should be done about it. I also
hope the day will come when newspapers
will be prohibited from publishing all the
salacions and sordid details that are given
in evidence in the divorce courts. There is
something radically wrong with a state of
society which permits and even encourages
the publication of the filth which is regn-
larly served up in certain week-end papers.
Surely our new order will de something
about this tragic state of affairs.

I will eonclude by saying that it is the
bounden duty of everyone to stand hehind
the Government during this most critical
time in our history. It is a splendid testi-
mony te the Government and to the leaders
of the community in general tbat liere in
Western Australia we are free from the
industrial troubles which econtinually mar
the war effort in the Eastern States. Our
future is fraught with perils and tribula-
tions, but if we put on a brave froat snd
pull together, and have faith in ourselves
and in our cause, the result will not be in
doubt, I have much pleagure in supporting
the motion for the adoption of the Address-
in-reply.

HON, J. CORNELL (South) [7.43]:
There ave many phases upon which one
could dilate in eonnection with the address
delivered by 1lis Exeellency, and other
subjects peculiar to these times. But, as I
said to the Chief Seeretary this afternoon,
we are now living in a period when it is
probably better to stop sitting down and
stand up. Tonight I intend to dea]l with
only a few phases of the present-day situa-
tion as they present themselves to me. First
of all, T desire to congratulate our armed
forces hoth here and abroad on the work
they have done and the work they are doing.
In congratulating our armed forces, I couple
with them Mr. H. 8. W. Parker and Mr.
Gilbert Fraser. Those two hon. members in
their way will also play a part in the con-
flict which will be creditable to them, to
this House, and ta Western Anstralia.

One cannot let the oceasion pass without
again ecomptimenting the citizenship of the
British Isles. Tt is astounding how British
citizens have stood up to the dangers and
virissiludes of this war. Every war is a
different war., The wars that preceded every
“last” war have often been veferred to as
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mere bow-and-arrow wars, but the present
conflict has had a greater adverse effect upon
civilian population than upon the soldiers,
sailors and airmen who have taken an active
part in it. The losses amongst the civilian
population of Great Britain as a result of
air raids have been greater than those to
which the British Army itself has been sub-
jeet on the field of battle. It is one thing
to stand up to the heavy going on aective
service and to be able to retaliate, but it is
an entirely different thing to have to “sit
down and take it,” as the pcople of tha
British Isles have had to do. I will give
an illustration of the eourage of the British
people. Not long ago I went to a place 50
miles south of Southern Cross, und there I
met a dear old ‘‘pommy’’ woman with a
burr in her voice. She is nearly 70 years
of age and has two sons in the Air Foree.
She typified the spirit of the women of
the British Isles when she said to me, ** M.
Cornell, if I were 20 years younger I
would go Home and fight the b—— Germans
myself,”

Mueh has been said about the great
part MAustralia has played in this war. To
some that may appear surprising, but to
others it is not. If members will cast their
memories back to the 1914-18 struggle they
will remember that the Australian soldier
went away from this eounfry and arrived
overeas more ot less misunderstood; and
when the war was over he returned to his
homeland much more misunderstood. Hun-
dreds of thousands of Australians had an
opportunity to see what big industry could
be like. Never before had they seen what
they withessed in England and Seotland
during the last war. [Every .Australian
soldier thought that if we had the facilities
to progress in the same way, we could have
done just as well here as they did in the Old
Country. However, we lived in an age, a
quarter of & eentury ago, when it was
thought impossible to hring our industries
to the piteh of those in older countries. Tt
has heen said and accepted the world over
that the Australian sailor, soldier and air-
man may have their equals as a fighting
force hut thev are not exeelled. I go fur-
ther and say that the Australian workman,
whether he he engaged in a professional
capacity or whether he be an artisan or
whether he bhe just a humble mannal
worker, is the equal of any other human
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being on the face of God's earth. Given
the opportunity and the tools, he ean do
just as well as others have done.

Much has been said about the petty dis-
location in industry in the Eastern States.
It is all very well to eriticise from a distance
and to say that such things are not happen-
ing here, that the circumstances prevailing
in the Eastern States do not obtain in West-
ern Australia. T venture to suggest that if
the whole situation is viewed calmly and dis-
passionately, it will be found that there is
not as much in the story about “fifth col-
amn” activity as some people would lead
us to believe, When I think of the trouble
that occurred in industry during the last
war, I am led to the conviction that the
trouble taking place now is infinitesimal by
comparison, It was only to be expeeted that
with the sudden and rapid transition into a
highly organised industrial State that has
taken place, such things must happen, I
have only one fault to find with the authori-
ties who are running our war effort.
One group leans too much tp the old
school tie brigade and the other group
leans too muneh to the fully and pro-
perly orgunised side of industry, but both
groups put together do not form a quarter
of the real Australian people. Recent
writers in the British Isles have indicated
that the old school tic spirit was en-
tively hopeless and obsolete when it came

to  picking up  the rvemnants and  re-
organising a  hombed London. Douglas
Reed in his latest book points out

that the situation regarding rehabilitation
was deplorable until the matter was placed
in the hands of Mr. Greenwood and Miss
Wilkinson. They understood the conditions
of the great masses of the people of London
and gave sympathelic help and attention
where it was needed. From then on things.
improved out of recognition. Those govern-
ing the Commonwealth today have nol
taken into their eounsels on the industrial
side sufficient of the men in industry—T
refer to the workers—who have a thorough
understanding of the working man’s psy-
chology. From the inception of the war I
have looked in vain for a lead to be given
in that direetion. Rarely do we find men
from the trade union side seconded to any-
thing like the higher positions of authority.
That was not the ecase in Great Britain. One
of the first to he given authority there was
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Mr. Hevin, a Labour leader who was given
powers almost equal to those enjoyed by Mr.
Churehill, That did not happen in this
country. 1t may not be the fault of the
Government, but I think the Government is
much to blame, and I hope that it is nol too
late for the situation to be improved by a
greater dilution of the eontrolling bodies with
men who have spent a lifetime studying the
workman’s side of indwstry. I hope that
men of that type will be ealled to the higher
counecils that dictate Federal policy.

There is another phase of the war situa-
tion upon which no hon.
tonuched. I have congratulated the fighting
wnen and women who have gone oversea, but
while I have so far been silent on another
aspect of the situation, I have my own opin-
ions, as I had them a quarter of a century
ago, as to whether voluntary or eompulsory
service is the more fitting for fighting a war.
The people of Australia, or at least the poli-
ticians of the Federul Parliament, have

practically agreed that they will send
out of Australia for service oversea
only men who have volunteered. That

policy is all right up to a certain point,
but if it is laid down that only men who
volunteer to fight for their country outside
of it shall be given arms and paid to serve,
there is a certain obligation on the powers
that be. That obligation is that when they
send men away, either those men should be
adequately veinforced or not left there. T
often wonder why the protagonists of the
voluntary system do not look back and dis-
cover what happened during the last war.
We were wedded to the voluntary policy at
that time. But we sent 320,000 men out of
Australia—men who had volunteered for
service. What happened to them? On the
B8th Awngust, 1918, Australian and Canadian
divisions made a momentous advance. What
did we find? We found Australian hattalions
that should have heen 1,000 to 1,100 strong
only 300 to 400 strong, and Canadians that
should have been only 1,000 to 1,100 strong
were over-strength.  Consequently in the
middle of October the Australians were
drawn from the line. Brigades were abolished
and Dbattalion was merged into battalion
beeanse of the fact that our men had no re-
inforcements. If that is going to occur
again it is absolnfely eriminal, and the
people who are responsible for it ought to
be charged before a criminal court. The

member has
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Canadians gnaranteed Britain five divisions,
four in the field and one in reserve all the
time. The reservation was made—though a
similar reservation in regard to the A.LF.
did not become an accomplished fact until
April, 1918—tbat the whole Canadian Corps
was to be commanded throughout by a Cana-
dian. Colonel Tom Hughes began the com-
mand, and General Currie took it over. The
Australian Corps, however, was never
under an Australian commander until April,
1918, when Gencral Monash took over.
Who chased Fritz out of France and
Belgium? The only corps that was kept up
to strength—the Canadian corps. Canada
sent G00,000 men overseas, and had fewer
casualties than the Australian forces, which
numbered only 320,000 That is what I
wish to point out {o the powers that be. If
we allow men to go away and fight for our
country, the obligation is on vs to do one of
two things. Either wo must adequately vein-
force them su as not to decimate them, or
we must withdraw them from the field of
battle.

I lrave the war situnation and come ncarer
home. A deputation reeently waited on the
Minister for Lands regarding the future of
wmarginal areas and the settlers in those
areas. The Minister was sympathetic, Sub-
sequently he gave a long statement to the
“West Australian” to the effect that those
settlers would gradually go out of wheat-
growing, the holdings would he merged and
stoek would be made the main source of in-
come. I reiterate what I have been saying
in this House for ncarly 30 years, namely,
that it is not the slightest use to endcavour
to run stock only or to mix stoek with cereal-
growing unless there is an adequate water
supply.

Hon. J. J. Homes: That is a matter of
vainfall.

Hon. J. CORNELL: The hon. me¢mber
knows the difficulty. When budgeting for a
dam system, as has bheen done for nearly a
hundred years in New South Wales, wo
should ensure that if the rain falis short,
theve will he sufficient water for onc winter
and two summers. TUnless the water prob-
I ean be solved and a reasonable supply
ean be provided for stock, I for one would
advocate ecleaning up those areas entirely.
Though the mallee has heen settled
for about 23 years, the position to-
day is that the settlers around Salmon
Gums are still carting water for their stock.
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Only last March I journeyed from Lake
Grace to Karlgarin and Hyden, out to
Newdegate and down to Ravensthorpe, and
I saw damg being sunk on the same lines as
they were sunk 30 years ago. To advance
£50 for a dam that allows as much
space as possible for evaporation, instead of
providing for a suitable dam, becomes a
snare and delusion unless rains fall every
three months. The only dam worth while in
dry arcas is the longer, deeper and narrower
type with slecper sides. The Agricultural
Bank is simply throwing money away by
making advances for dams of the present
type. I agree with Mr. Charlie Mitchell’s
remarks after he had been through the east-
orn marginal areas. He said he did not know
there was so much good land in Western
Australia, but if we were not prepared to
give scitlers adeqnate water smpplies, we
should abandon those areas.

Reference was made to petrol rationing by
Mr. Heenan. This rationing has had a very
serious cffeet in the Yilgarn and northern
goldiiclds aveas. There are more small shows
in the Yilgarn-Coolgardie area than in
almost all the other goldfields combined, and
the life of those small shows absolutely de-
pends upon the prospeetor’s ahility to get
his stone to the bhattery. I know that the
Liquid Fuel Control Board deals with every
ease on its merits, but it is very difficult to
get every man affected to write and
explain  the merits of his case. One
man held up his show until he eould conserve
enough petrol to run his truck. The big-
gest mistake made in regard to petrol ra-
tioning was that it was not applied twelve
months earlier. But with us Britishers it is
always ao ease of wait and see. We
waited and we saw, and instead of
the vestrictions heing imposed gradually,
there was a sudden limitation, and an
endeavour was made to work omt the
rood and injurious sides in almost impessible
circnmstanees.  Another grievance I have
against petrol rationing is that had privafe
ear-owners it the metropolitan area and
larger towns of the State played the ggme
fairly, there would have been practically no
necessity to ration the man really deserving
of first consideration—the man onthack.

Hon, E. H. H. Hall: They shonld have
been forced to play the game.

Hon. J. CORNELL: In all my experience
T have never eome across a more selfish sce-
tion of the community than the private car-
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owners, If they wanted petrol, they made
a noise about it and deprived of tbis peces-
sity the man who depended upon it to carn
his daily bread. However, we have to make
the best of existing conditions, I have met
men located far from the metropolitan area
who have been hard hit by the petrol ration-
ing, but they are taking the matter philoso-
phically. One of them said, “Lf the enemy
was within our gate and nof without, we
would be in much greater trounble.”

There iz one phase of the administration
of the law to which 1 wish to direct the
Minister’s attention. I know I shall be
ireading on dangerous ground because my
remarks refer to his province. 1 have in
ming the decisions of the court at Fremantle
as against the courts in Perth, Midland
Junction and elsewhere, in cases of shop bet-
ting. What is worth £75 at Perth is worth
£10 at Fremantle. That sort of thing will
not work. At Perth the magistrate tries
the cases. In a part of Western Australia
which is econsidered to he a law unto itself
—Kalgoorlie—there would be as much chance
of getting a justice of the peace to sit on
the bench to deal with certain offences as
there would he of finding iece in heil. Jus-
tices have told me that the trial of betting
offences is a job for the magistrate, just
as much as are charges of gold-stealing or
sly grog-selling. The position at Fremantle
appears to be that jusfices of the peace
overrule the magistrate. For months I have
followed the decisions in Perth and Fre-
mantle courts with a view to comparing their
consistency. The same two justices of the
peace sit in Fremantle every Monday morn-
ing, One of them, if not both, could not sit
as a police magistrate even if qualified to
do so because of being in exeess of the age
at which a police magistrate is required to
retire. 'What could be n greater travesty of
our law or a greater absurdity in the ad-
ministration than that two justices should be
able to overrule & magistrate whereas, if
they were mamistrates, they would not be
permitted to adjudicate through being over
age. I hope that for the sake of consis-
teney:

Hon. J. J. Holmes: And decency.

Hon. J. CORNELL: this will be
cleared up. T have no knowledge of any
greater travesty in the adminstration of the
law than that two justices, wha conld not
act as magistrates by virtue of their age,
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ean get as justices and override a magis-
trate. What is fair in Fremantle for the
s.p. bookies should be fair for Perth and
Midland Junetion.

The futurc is obsecure. I have heard sug-
gestions that we shouold be planning to meet
post-war problems. What has troubled me
since the outbreak of this war is not what
we shall do when we have won it; the first
thing is to be sure of cooking our goose
and preventing the other fellow from get-
ting it. One may say that this or
thaé ought to be dome and get no further.
After the war has been won, I hope
the dual control that prevailed after the
1914.18 war will not be repeated. There
should not be two partners to the civil ve-
establishment of the soldiers, namely, the
Commonwealth Government and the State
Governments. The ¢ivil re-establishment of
our men after the war should he as much
a responsibility of the Commonwealth as is
enlisting men in the army. I speak from 21
vears' experience of soldier questions, Where
the sole responsibility for matters such as
pensions and repatriation has heen thrust
on the Commonwealth, there has heen some
systern nnd some eorrelation, but under dual
confrol where the Commonwealth provides
some of the money and the State provides
the land, there have been chaos and dissatis-
faction from the outset. If certain phases
of the re-establishment of our men are the
prerogative of the State and not the Com-
monwealth, the State should nnreservedly
surrender that mueh to the Commonwealth
and allow it to assume full responsibility.

As 1 snid after the collapse of France, if
we in Australiz have vision there is obvi-
ously only one thing for us to do. We have
to he courageous enough in the various Par-
linments of Auwstralia to do what the British
Government did, namely, declare a politieal
troce until we get out of our present jamb
and win the war. That wonld be infinitely
better than numerous eleetions, changes of
Government, recriminations, and a host of
other things. Tt is not yet too late to follow
such a course of action. The war iz closer
to us than it has even been since it first
broke out. Who knows but within the next
few days & particular foree that we have
been watching in the Pacific for so long may
either declare war on us, or we may declare
war on it?
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The main problem that confronts the
people of Australia to-day is our safety, and
the preservation of all those things that have
taken 150 years to develop. Party bickering
and party eock-fichting are not going to
improve our position one iota. We can de-
rive a sound lesson from our armed forces.
I venture to say that 95 per cent. of the
members of those forees who have gone
oversea bave dropped altogether such gues-
tions as States of origin, politieal views and
the like, and are standing foursquare to the
cnemy no maiter what State they came
from, just as they did in the 191418 war.
They are the hope of Australia. We must
be of good cheer. Up to date I have been
a true prophet, but henceforth I hope 1
shall prove a false one as far as the dura-
tion of the war is concerned. Whethey or
not I prove a false prophet, I maintain
there is only one thing for us lo do. We
must face the situation ealmly and sensibly,
hanging on to the end, inspired by the
knowledge that he who hangs on longest
will cither succeed or else place the other
fellow in such a position that he eannot win.

HON. W. R. HALL (North-East) [8.20]:
Sinee this Tfouse rose last session, evenls
have placed Australia in p serious position.
I take this opportunity to pay a tribute to
those who liave cnlisted in the oversen
forees, the men of the Navy, the Air Foree
and Medical Services, and the nurses too.
All of them have gone to fight for Australin
and the British Empire. I also offer my
deepest svmpathy to the relatives of those
who have paid the supreme sacrifice when
fichting for this country and the British
Dominions, T have listened intently to what
members have had to say. They have made
some remarkable speeches that have heen
of interest to us all. One of the great pro-
hiems that is affecting the people is that of
fuel. T venture to say that most members
of Parliament receive more complaints un-
der that heading than regarding anything
else. That is to be expected seeing that the
Ligunid Fuel Control Board was brought into
existenee some 12 months ago. [ admit that
the restrictions that have been imposed are
essential as a means of assisting the national
war effort, The step taken was in the inter-
est of Australia and the Empire and everyv-
one should do his best to back up that
effort. If by sueh a smal thing as using
less petrol we ean help in this vital matter,
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it behoves us to observe the instructions
given,

I congratulate the chairman of the Liquid
Fuel Control Board and the members of his
staff upon the work they bave done. The
staff is a large one, but all engaged in it
are overworked in trying to cope with the
appeals from people who have been foreed
through the restrictions to eut down their
car mileages. I have had dozens of inter-
views with the board in respect to the ap-
plieations of my constituents on the subject
of petrol allowaneces. In every case the
board has come to a good decision and done
its best to help those concerned. The activi-
ties of the Federal Government in this matter
have probably put hundreds, if not
thousands, of men ont of industry.
That is very hard npon the sufferers,
and I ean imagine their feelings. I think it
was the Minister for Lands or the Deputy
Premier who persnaded the Liquid Fuel
Control Bonrd to visit the goldfields in the
interests of the gold mining industry. That
industry is of vital importance to our war
effort hecause we must have gold. Ti
seemed that it was about to be very seri-
ously affected through the curtaiiment of
supplies of petrol and Diesel oil. Members
of the board visited Kalgoorlie, where they
did not have 10 minutes to themselves. As
the result of the representations made to
them, the eut of 43 per cent, was abolished,
and the industry was given as much as 85
per cent. of its normal requirements to en-
able it to ecarry on. That was a great
effort on the part of the hoard, and meant
a great deal to the life blood of the in-
dustry.

T have a word to say about the action
of the Federal Government in deelining to
appoint a representative for Western Aus-
tralia on the Commonwealth Liquid Fuel
Control Board. Beeause of the wvast in-
dnstries we have in this State, it is cssen-
tial that we have a representative on that
tribunal, 1 understand from the latest
communications I hkave received that the
Government declines to reconsider its de-
cision and refuses to appoint a Western
Australian representative on the board.
In oll fairness to this State, it should have
agreed to do so, We in Western Australia
have to play our part, but should not be
obliged to do so without some voice. The
roldmining industry, as well as the pas-
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toral industry, is very seriously affected
by present conditions. It is only right that
on the Commonwealth board there should
ke some Western Australian representa-
tive who could enlighten it, as well as the
IPederal Glovernment, concerning the many
conditions appertaining to this State, Af
present Western Australia bas no voice
whatever on that tribunal.

We have heard & good deal about the
claims of private motorists, and I have
gone thoroughly into the matter. I realise
that many motor vehieles may have to go
off the road, and the owners will to that
extent he assisting the national effort
through the consequent saving in petrol.
Where, however, private owners of motor
vehicles are affected by the severe ration-
ing of fuel, T would bhe in favour of motor
licenses bheing reduced. Particularly would
I be in favour of that in respeet of any
person holding a Class 2 consumer’s
license. Consnmers coming in Class 2 and
owning a 10 h.p. car are allowed two gal-
lons a month, but if it is a 20 h.p. car the
allowance is five gallons per month. Be-
cause of the quality of the petrol now in
use, the mileage per gallon is not as great
as it was. It has dropped considerably
since the war. PPeople who have fo pay
the fee for a 20 h.p. car have to find £8 or
£9 per anmam, but the amount is less in tho
case of the smaller h.p, ear. Those people
arc entitled to some relief.

I read in the ‘“Kalgoorlie Miner’’ that
the Government intended to bring down a
Bill for the reduetion of licenses in the
case of those whose petrol allowances had
heen restricted. T do not know what the Bill
will eontain, bot I would be in faveur
of a reduction in the license fees of motor
vehicles, espeecially those falling into Class
2 and one or two other classes, because the
vehicles will not use the roads to the same
extent and the same volume of repair
work will not be required on the roads.
In fact, the voads will be used much less
than formerly, but the owners will still
have to provide for the depreciation on
their vehicles and for insurance, ete.

Hon. H. V. Piesse: In many instances
the cars are being put on blocks.

Hon. W. R. HALL: One could hardly ex-
pect anything else to be done in some eases.
Reference has been made to-night to the
golduining industry and to the petrol re-
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quirements of prospeetors. [ am glad to
say that the Liquid Fuel Control Board has
considered the case of the prospectors and
allowed them approximately 80 per cent. of
their requirements.  Further, an imprest
system has been installed at the State bat-
teries under which prospectors can obiain
sufficient fuel to cart the ore to the bat-
teries. That is extremely fair treatment by
the board. I am pleased that at present
maiters are proceeding so smoothly for the
prospectors. Although the board has more
work than it ¢an cope with, it is doing a
wonderful job.

Regarding gas producers, I have seen
several types and venture the opinion that
few are efficient and will give good service.
Of course, the human element has to be
considered.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: That is the biggest
point of all.

Hon. W. R. HALL: If motor vehicle
owners will not devote the {ime necessary
to clean the gadgets in the producer, of
eourse the car will deteriorate and the owners
will suffer financially, The State Govern-
ment should do something to edncate motor-
ists in the use of gas producers. For in-
stance, the State Implement Works should
take upon themselves the duty of advising
motorists as te the best type of gas pro-
ducer. Producers could be manufactured
at the works.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: Why the State Imple-
ment Works?

Hon. W. R. HALL: They shonld take a
lead, in my opinion, because private firms
cannot at present supply the demand.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: They have had no ex-
perience and are not in the business yet.

Hon. W. R. HALL: As I said, there are
many gas producers on the market, but not
many are efficient. Some are home-made
and will doubtless prove detrimental to the
vehicle itself.

Hon. G. B. Wood: You are guite right.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: I agree with you this
time,

Hon. W. R. HALL: T think Mr. Bolton
iz seized of that point, because he thoroughly
understands gas producers. He manufac-
tures them himself. The hon. member knows
more about them than perhaps does any
other member in this Chamber, but that is
beside the point. I understand the demand
is greater than the supply. Ii is a pity
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that the Commonwealth Goverament, which
is encouraging motor vehicle owners to instal
gas producers, ecannof see its way clear to
do something to put the producers on the
market at a reasonable price,

Hon. L. B. Bolton: The price is all right.

Hon. W, R. HALL: A gas producer is
likely to cost the average motorist from £40
to £70 or £80. Not many car owners ean
put their hands into their pockets and draw
out that amount. Unless something is done
in the matter, I am afraid that many motor
vehbicles will—as Mr. Piesse said—have to
be put on blocks. These vehicles are an
asset to the State, provided the owners do
not contravene the regulations of the State
Liquid Fuel Contrel Board. Their use would
be of assistance to loeal authorities and also
be the means of providing much employment.
The problem is a serious one, affecting
thousands of people, and something should
he done to solve it. I trust the time is not
far distant when we shall get back to nor-
mal conditions. Although the prospect at
present is not bright, I hope for the best.
A matter dealt with by Mr. Seddon was the
water supply to the goldfields and its cost.
I am fully in accord with Mr. Seddon’s
views. For some time past, the Water
Supply Department has deemed it advisablic
to restriet the supply of water to goldfields
residents.  Now that both our dams have
lately rereived an inmense quantity of water
I hope the department wil]l see its way to
remove those restrictions,

Another matter mentioned to-night was
the new order, about which I do not know
mueh, I think it is mythical, and wonld like
to sce the man who ean usher it in; he will
be hard to find. However, I realise that
something will have to be done, Mention
was also made of {he work upon which Par-
liamentarians could he engaged to assist ouv
war effort. It behoves ns all to do what we
ean in this direction.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: One hon. member
overlooked the faet that you have heen in
eamp for quite a long while.

Houn. W. R. HALL: That is beside the
point. Of course, many members ave not
suitahle for aectual war service, but there is
other work that they can do, upon which T
have no doubt they are engaged. We sit for
four months of the year; during the other
eight months we are attending to our Parlia-
mentary dnties, interviewing vavious depart-
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ments, and that takes up a considerable
amount of our time. However, many ways
will present themselves by which we can as-
sist the war effort, and that is plainly our
duty.

A real grievance exists on the goldfields
with regard to developmental roads. A very
small amount of money is set apart for the
repair of this class of road on the goldfields.
I ean name many places that have a promis-
ing future and in time will no doubt be
thriving goldfields towns, such as Mt.
Monger, Celebration, Ora Banda and Edju-
dina. These places can be reached only hy
vehicles that must pass over indifferent
roads. The boards controlling the various
distriets have not sufficient funds to cnable
them to ceonstruet and repair these roads,
and they have reecived Government assist-
anee only to the small extent of £1,500 dur-
ing the past few years. At the some time we
are paying the Commonwealth Government
£1,000,000 in gold tax; we should therefore
be entitled to a little more money to de-
velop these roads. I have nothing further to
add. We arve passing through strenuous
times, but I sincerely hope that soon the
dark clouds overhead will disperse and allow
the sun to shine once more. I have much
pleasure in supporting the motion for the
adoption of the Address-in-reply.

On motion by Hon. W. J. Mann, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 842 p.m,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 430
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—AGRICULTURE, WHEAT.

Mr. FOX asked the Minister for Lands:
1, Is he aware that there is considerable in-
festation of weevils in the wheat stored in
bulk in Fremantle? 2, Has any diffienlty
been experienced with the Australinn Wheat
Board in respect to issue of Government
wheat certificates because of weevil infes-
tation? 3, Is the Government taking steps
necessary to cope with the situation? 4,
Is it a fact that Commonwealth authorities
bave reported adversely on Western Aus-
tralian wheat? 5, If so, will he make this
report available?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
1, Tt is known that weevils are present in
some of the wheat stored in bulk at Fre-
mantle. A relinbie estimate of the extent of
the infestation is not known. 2, No eertifi-
cates for weight, quality and condition for
bulk wheat from Fremantle have leen re.
quested by the Australian Wheat Board
from the Department of Agriculture since
December, 1940. Prior to this, inspectors
did reject some wheat for export en ae-
count of weevil infestation. 3, The Govern-
ment Entomologist, as far as he is sble, has
carried out investigations and advised reme-
dial measures, but, as the #%heat is owned by
the Australian Wheat Board and controlled
by their agents, Bulk Handling, Lid., the
Department is unable to take cxeeutive ac-
tion. The Australian Wheat Board—in an
endeavour to prevent or minimise weevil in-
festation—requested the Counci! for Scien-
tific and Industrial Research to undertake
an investigation into the problem in Ans-
tralia. As a result a visit was paid to West-
ern Australian by a Senior Research Ento-
mologist of the Couneil for Scientific and
Industrial Research. Subsequently a loeal
committee was formed consisting of a Spe-
cialist Officer of the C.8.I.R., the Govern-
ment Entomologist (Department of Agri-



